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Sun to vanish
by David H. Levy

To whatever mythological 
portents Friday the thirteenth 
offers, tomorrow will provide 
one more: a partial eclipse of 
the sun.

A lthough nearly all of North 
America w ill experience a
partial solar eclipse (nowhere 
w ill it be to ta l), Montreal is one 
of the prime locations. At
maximum eclipse, almost three 
quarters of the sun will be 
covered by the new moon.

The eclipse will begin at 9:29 
tomorrow morning. During the 
next hour and a half more and 
more of the sun will be
obscured. Maximum eclipse, 
when 70.7 percent of the sun 
will be blocked out, occurs at 
10:59 am, and the eclipse ends 
at 12:33 pm.

During this time the Montreal 
Centre of the Royal Astronomi
cal Society of Canada will have a 
telescope set up in front or the

Arts Building. The sun’s image 
will be projected from this 
telescope onto a small screen 
for everyone to watch.

Observing by projection is the 
safest way to watch an eclipse. 
Because of the reduced light 
intensity, your eyes do not 
“ stop down” enough to block 
dangerous infra-red rays that 
could blind you. If you must 
look at the sun directly, use No. 
12 or 17 welder's glasses or at 
least two layers of completely 
exposed black and white film .

Eclipses of the sun occur 
when the moon places itself on 
the line between sun and earth. 
Although they occur quite 
frequently, a total eclipse can 
be seen only from a very narrow 
band along the earth’s surface. 
The last total eclipse of the sun 
visible in Canada occurred on

July 10, 1972, and the next one 
will not come this way until 
February 1979.

Chinese astro logers were the 
f i r s t  to discover the saros cycle 
that eclipses tend to follow, and 

 this finding enabled them to 
predict eclipses accurately. The 
saros cycle means that each 
eclipse repeats itself every 
eighteen years and ten days. 
The eclipses of ’72, ’74 and '79 
just mentioned are part of three 
different saros series. The last 
eclipse in tom orrow 's saros 
occurred as a smaller partial 
eclipse on December 2, 1956, 
and the next will be an eclipse of 
greater magnitude on December 
23, 1992, but a total eclipse in 
this saros will not happen until 
May 16, 2227.

Friday’s celestial event will 
actually be a double feature. 
After the sun sets the night will 
bring the maximum of the 
Gem inid meteor shower. Under 
a good country sky, you may be 
able to see as many as fifty 
meteors per hour:
































































































































































































