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Different people see
different patterns in

the light and dark areas
of the Moon’s surface.
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The Moon
rises about fifty
minutes later each day;,
although the interval
can vary depending
on the season and the
Sun-Earth-Moon
geometry. This
progressively later
rising time is caused
by the Moon’s
eastward orbital
motion around
the Earth every
month. After a
complete cycle of
lunar phases, the
Moon is back to
where it started.
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WHEN AND WHERE CAN [ SEE THE MOON IN THE SKY?
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LUNAR ECLIPSE SOLAR ECLIPSE

A Lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth
casts its shadow on the Moon; a Solar
eclipse occurs when the Moon casts its

shadow on the Earth. They do not
occur every month because the plane
of the Moon’s orbit around the Earth
is tilted by 5 degrees. This means the
shadows cast by the Earth or Moon
will not always fall across the
other’s surface.

Ilustrations are
not to scale.
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This Moon Gazer's Guide was prepared under the leadership of The Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada (RASC), the Canadian Astronomical Society (CASCA), and the Fédération
des Astronomes Amateurs du Québec (FAAQ), organizations of amateur and professional
astronomers who share the vision of inspiring curiosity in all people about the Universe,
sharing scientific knowledge, and fostering collaboration in astronomical pursuits.
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